[Cholesterol crystal embolism].
Cholesterol crystal embolism (CCE) is an infrequent entity that primarily appears in males over the age of 60 with generalized arteriosclerosis after angiographic procedures, vascular surgery or, more rarely, with oral anticoagulant treatment with heparin or with fibrinolytics. We present the case of a patient with several risk factors for CCE, who presented with the pathognomonic triad of leg and foot pain, livedo reticularis and palpable pedal pulses. The diagnosis was based on the fact that cholesterol crystals were seen in the arterioles in the skin biopsy. Due to the frequency with which the skin manifestations appear and the importance of early diagnosis and treatment, an awareness of these crystals is fundamental in diagnosing these processes.